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1881 - Urabi Revolt
1882 - Mi l itary barracks for the Brit ish Army 
1919 Revolution
1935 - For independence
1946 - For the evacuation of the Brit ish
After 64 years,  the British Army Evacuated 

ISMAILIA SQUARE TAHRIR SQUARE

THE HISTORY OF PROTESTS IN THE SQUARE

Early 19th
century

1954

1972 - Student protests
1973 - Protests against “No-peace-no-war”
1977 - Bread Uprising
2011  - 25 Jan Revolution and its afterwards



ERASING THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT

01
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03

 CHANGE THE MENTAL IMAGE

GRADUAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  

RADICAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  



No protests
Oct 1 ,  2013

 F irst reach after the mil itary coup
 

Nov 19,  2013 
Mohamed Mahmoud's anniversary

Jan 24,  2015 
Popular Social ist Al l iance 

 Metro Closure Iron Gates

(1)CHANGE THE MENTAL IMAGE

Aug 2013

"Sadat"  metro station was closed
mult iple t imes for "security reasons"

The longest lasted for 671 days 

Feb 2014

Three meters high iron gate at the
entrance of Kasr Al-Aini  Street

In addit ion to the concrete barr iers
and barbed wire



ERASING THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT
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 CHANGE THE MENTAL IMAGE

GRADUAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  

RADICAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  



Flagpole with
Pharaonic
symbols

 (2)GRADUAL CHANGE IN THE
VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE 

Poor-Quality
Monument

Tahrir Parking
Garage

Whitewashing
the Graffiti

The National
Party Building 

2012: 2015 Nov 2013 Jan 2015 Feb 2015 May 2015



ERASING THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT
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03

 CHANGE THE MENTAL IMAGE

GRADUAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  

RADICAL CHANGE IN THE VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE  



SEP 20,  2019

A "develop" plan
after the rebirth
of the protests,

called by
Mohammed Ali.

 (3)RADICAL CHANGE IN THE
VISUAL/ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE 

DEC 3,  2019

MAY 2020

Pharaonic symbols,
rather than

revolutionary, in the
controversial plan.

 The "Falcon"
Protocol and the
Shift from Public

to State
Ownership



THE DIFFERENT MOTIVATIONS AND
OFFICIAL AND MEDIA NARRATIVES

TRANSFERRING THE MUMMIES

A LARGER PLAN FOR ALL SQUARES

KHEDIVAL CAIRO



THE DIFFERENT MOTIVATIONS AND
OFFICIAL AND MEDIA NARRATIVES

TRANSFERRING THE MUMMIES

A LARGER PLAN FOR ALL SQUARES

KHEDIVAL CAIRO



THE DIFFERENT MOTIVATIONS AND
OFFICIAL AND MEDIA NARRATIVES



The transformations of Tahrir Square in 2011 - 2019 - 2023, respectively - Google Earth/AFP



SUPPORTIVE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR GAZA BREACHING SECURITY BARRIERS AND
EXPANDING THE LIMITED PROTEST ZONES TO ACCESS TAHRIR SQUARE.  OCT 20,  2023



Shaimaa Elhadidy

THANK YOU!
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